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Dear Teacher

This material is intended to provide you with tools for
planning a read-aloud activity to be adapted to your
students' interests as well as their linguistic needs. Just like
in a map, there are different entrances to exploration
tracks and only you know which one to take. Enjoy the
adventure!

Clineia  Candia
@picturebook_s
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SETTING OBJECTIVES 
 
One of the primary objectives of working with literature is providing students with the opportunity for 
just appreciating what art has to offer as well as fostering the love for reading. In a second language 
context, however, linguistic and educational objectives should also be considered. Take a look at the 
suggestions below. 
 
Age-Level- This material can be used with very young, early level students as well as primary students- 
first and second grade. Adaptations are suggested in Reading section. 
 
Linguistic objectives – 
 
Skills 
Listening for general understanding and for specific information. 
Speaking: Participating in the read-aloud, answering questions. 
Reading the images for specific information and for making sense of the scenes and sequence of the 
story. 
 
Structures 
Describing a scene: “I can see a turtle, a shark.” 
Describing feelings: “He is angry.” 
 
Vocabulary 
See animals: octopuses; sharks; seahorse; clownfish; crab; shrimp; starfish; hammer shark; manta 
rays; eels; jellyfish; turtles. 
Feelings: angry; surprised; sad; scared; happy; tired. 
 
Learning strategies 
Predicting and sequencing.  
 
Critical thinking –. Thanks to the persistence of the main character, he/she ends up discovering an 
artistic expression and this can lead to a discussion about the importance of art. 
 
Cross-curricular links -There is a clear link to Science while exploring the Octopuses’ defense 
mechanism mentioned in the story. Art is also an important presence in the story, and this can be 
further explored through pos-reading activities as suggested below.  
 
Follow-up projects or activities- Suggestions for hands-on activities can be found in this material and 
potentially inspire the creation of others.  

Polvo Pólvora is a wordless picturebook- the story is told with 
illustrations only, no words. It is about a young octopus who 
learns from his/her mother an important defense mechanism 
from predators and turns it into a lot of fun.  



 
 
EXPLORING THE PERITEXT 
 
Considering a book as an object means exploring all its parts, fostering, this way, reading behaviors.  
 
Cover  
Read the title in the cover and ask students what the book is about, listen to their impressions and 
explain that it is about the adventures of a young octopus. Translate “pólvora”- gunpowder, sparking 
their curiosity about the theme of the story. Avoid giving more detail so as not to spoil the story. Read 
the name of the author and explain that he created the story and illustrated it. Talk a little about the 
author. 
 
Laurent Cardon is French but has been living in Brazil for more than 30 years. He received important 
awards as an illustrator/author. He has also worked with animation, films and television series. For 
further information on his work, check his website: 
https://en.laurentcardon.com.br/sobre 
 
Back cover 
Reading the synopsis either in Portuguese or translate into English to spark curiosity is optional, 
considering that it might contain spoiler.  
Go to the dedication page and explore the image on it, eliciting from students what is represented in 
it – a family of octopuses. Read in Portuguese or translate the dedication. Choose together a name 
for each character.  
 
On the left- the copyright page - explain that on that page important information about the book can 
be found. 
Next, prepare for the reading itself. Make sure to read the book yourself a couple of times before 
working with it in class. By doing so, it becomes easier to focus on what is essential to work on each 
double spread. 
 
READING 
 
A quality picturebook has many layers and can be read many times. Each time is another opportunity 
for further discoveries. That is why it so important to read the book a couple of times before 
presenting it to students. Bearing that in mind, pay close attention to rhythm. While reading aloud, be 
sure to keep the same pace by not spending too long or too little in each spread. Students’ 
engagement can be a good measure for that. 
 
Interaction  
Wordless picturebooks invite participation. They offer a great opportunity for students to develop or 
improve visual literacy. In Portuguese and Spanish-speaking countries, this methodology of reading 
with the audience participation is referred to as “mediation”. In English-speaking countries, it is known 
as Dialogic Read-aloud or shared reading. Regardless of terminology, the point is engaging and 
leading students to make sense of what the images convey through well thought-out questions. With 
this approach, differently from just telling a story, the teacher helps students to tell it themselves. The 
teacher, then, plays a key role of conducting students’ discoveries in this process. 
 
First, give room to students’ curiosity and allow them to explore the scenes, then, according to their 
comments, ask questions that will lead to a closer look at the scene. Rephrase what they say in L1 
and focus on the target language selected as objective. 
 
Be careful not to overload them with questions. Remember that the book can be read again and, more 
aspects can be unveiled on following readings. 



 
It is important to find a way for asking genuine questions that do not sound as a questioning but 
rather, offer clues and engage students in a process of making sense of the images and most of all, 
enjoy the experience. 
 
The main goal here is to suggest questions or commands that will work as reading keys to the 
interpretation of the scene. In addition, help them notice important references or hidden details. 
 
Considering Polvo Pólvora can be used with pre-primary and primary students, it is important to adapt 
the approach to their linguistic level. Check below suggestions on how to deal with questions 
according to students’ needs. 
 
Early-level students- Promote simpler interactions, through mostly yes/no and follow-up questions 
and/or commands, such as “point to”, focusing on presentation or recognition of selected vocabulary, 
in a way to help students explore the scene. Younger children love the challenge of “search and find”, 
and Polvo Pólvora offers plenty of opportunities for that. Just make sure you help students make 
connections and not only repeat vocabulary or playing with the images as a pastime. Paraphrasing 
what students say in L1 to L2 can be a good strategy. 
 
Higher-level students- Ask more open-ended questions as reading keys for students to interpret the 
scenes, such as “What can you see here?”, “How is she feeling?”  
Have fun! 
 
Suggestions for exploring the double pages.  
 
Since the pages are not numbered, the numbers below follow the sequence of the double pages from its 
beginning. One number for each double spread. 
 
I’ll use the terms “mom “and “child” but it might be more engaging referring to the characters with the names 
chosen by the students themselves.  
 
1.They are swimming. The baby is looking at his/her mom’s arms. 
Where are they? Point to the blue color as a clue- in the ocean. 
 
2.Point to the images in sequence, showing students they are supposed to follow the scenes as in 
comic book stories. What is the mom doing? She’s teaching how to use his/her arms  
but it is difficult for him/her in the beginning. 
 
3.Ask students to point to the moms. Pointing to the young octopuses, ask: “Where are they? at the 
Playground? How is “the main character” feeling? Angry? Why? Are the kids laughing at him? Why? 
Because he fell? Show the previous page to show him/her tripping. 
 
4. Point to the images in sequence, showing the main character angry and then fighting with the 
other kids on the right page. You may ask: is he angry? What are they doing? Fighting? Look at the 
confusion! 
 
5. What are the mothers doing? Separating them? Point to the page on the right and ask? “how’s he 
feeling? angry? His/her mother is taking him/her home. Elicit from students what they think will 
happen in the sequence so as to raise suspense for a shift in the story. 
 
6.Show surprise and ask students: “What is that? A big fish? How are they feeling? scared? What 
does the big fish want? Eat them? What is the mom going to do? Again, build up suspense. 
 



7.Look at that! What happened? Rephrase what students answered and explain that the mom is 
blowing a kind of ink (you might use a black gouache paint pot to illustrate). 
 
8. The big fish can’t see anything then he goes away. 
 
9.The mom and child see the big go away. The child is making a gesture. He is curious. What is he 
curious about? About the mom blowing ink. 
 
10. The mom shows how to blow. The child blows on his/her mom. Is he/she happy blowing like 
his/her mom? 
 
11.What is he doing in the sequences? Blowing ink on a crab. Is the crab happy with that? He’s 
angry. What is the gesture that the crab does? 
 
12. What can you see? (crab, starfish, blowfish, oyster, jellyfish, coral) Are they angry? Why? The 
child is blowing ink on them. 
 
13.On the left page: 
Pointing to the adult octopuses, ask:  Are they children? No, they are adults. What are they doing? 
Playing cards. What is the child trying to do? He is trying to blow. Can he blow? Showing surprise, 
explain that he/she can’t! No ink! 
 
14. What is happening? The adults blow ink on him and leave. How’s he/she feeling? Surprised? 
angry? sad? 
 
15.What is he/she telling his/her mom? Is her/his mother angry? 
On the page on the right, what is the mom doing? Giving him/her ink. 
 
16.On the page on the left: 
What is he/she doing? Waiting for a big fish? Calling a big fish? 
On the page on the right: 
Is he hiding? How’s he feeling? Sad? Tired? Build suspense for the next spread, asking students 
what will happen. 
 
17.Oh, what happened? The big fish appeared!  What does he/she do? Blow ink on the fish. Explain 
blowing this kind of ink is octopuses defense mechanism from predators. When they are scared, 
they can do that. 
 
18.On the page on the left: 
The fish can’t see.  
On the page on the right: 
The big fish is leaving 
Look at the rock! Look at the shape of the fish! Is the child surprised? I think he is having ideas! 
 
19. On the left: 
What is he doing? Calling? Is he excited? 
On the right: 
Elicit from students what he/she might be saying and build suspense. 
 
20.On the left: 
He/she is inviting the other kids to go somewhere. Do they look angry? Suspicious? 
On the right: 
He/she is showing them a rock  
 



21. On the left 
What is he doing? He is asking his/friends to stay in front of a rock and blow ink on them 
On the right: 
Look at the shape of the crab! He cleans his friend. Are his/her friends happy now? 
 
22. What is happening? 
They are playing. What is the mom doing? Giving them ink. 
Explore the vocabulary of sea animals, pointing to the animals- not the stencil on the rocks- from left 
to right. You might make a selection: 
sharks, seahorse, clownfish, crab, shrimp, starfish, hammer shark, manta rays, eels, jellyfish, turtles 
and of course, all the different kinds of octopuses portrayed. 
 
POST READING ACTIVITIES 
Art 
 
Explore once again the last spread, showing students the “works 
of art” that the sea animals made on the rocks and invite students 
to explore the artistic technique called “stenciling”. 
Help students create the template for the technique. First, ask 
students to draw a figure they want on an A4 cardboard paper. 
Suggest drawing simple shapes, with simple lines, otherwise it 
will be difficult to cut detailed edges. 
Have them cut the outline of the figure, with adequate scissors 
for their age. Next, provide them with sheets of paper for them to      
transfer. Help them adhere the stencil to the surface with  
                                                                                                                                                                                                image taken from the page below 

tape before painting so it does not move in the process of painting. Next, provide them with sponge 
or brush and allow them to paint in the cut areas. Display their work in the classroom. 
For detailed instructions on the technique, visit the page  http://www.pinkstripeysocks.com/2014/04/kid-
made-stenciled-artwork.html 
 

 
Another activity inspired by the story can be blowing 
ink with straws. 
Distribute paper sheets, a straw and gouache paint. 
Model first: place a drop of paint on the sheet and blow 
it with a straw. Choose a different color and repeat the 
process. Allow them to create shapes. 
 
 
 

 
            Photo by  Edu Cesar taken from https://br.pinterest.com/pin/717831628076695353/ 

 
 
Science  
 

• The following video can be worked with very early level students. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2Eo3-_zv38 
 
Show the video and ask students what they remember about the story of the book. 
Why octopuses blow an “ink”? – to protect from predators. If they know what game is “hide and seek”. 
If it is good idea to play hide and seek with an octopus. 
 



 
• The following activity can be worked with Primary students. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTSIgYla8sE 
 
Explore the video, asking students:  
What does “octopus” mean?  octo= eight- 8 feet 
Octopuses have suckers on their feet. What are they used for? To grip. 
They have a large head. What is in it? Their digestive system and heart. 
What is camouflage? Change color to match what is around to protect from predators and also to 
attract females. 
What is smokescreen tactic? Elicit from students the central theme of the book Polvo Pólvora. 
What is their favorite food? Crab, shellfish and fish. 
 
Text Genre- Advertising  
 
Show students the page below https://alspaughs.com/departments/paint-center/ and talk   
to them, eliciting hypotheses and guesses.  

• What is this web page about? It’s a page from a building supplies company website. 
• What can you see in the page? Paint, colors and a chameleon. 
• What are they selling? Paint  
• What is the name of the company? Alspaughs 
• Who would be interested in this product? People who want to paint their houses, for example. 
• What do you know about chameleons? They change colors 
• Why did the company choose the chameleon? Because they change colors, so it is a perfect 

model for a paint company. 
 

Maximize the images with the chameleon and explore the animal and the colors displayed. Explain 
that the name of this kind of text is “ad”, short for advertisement. 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                          https://alspaughs.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Cham3.jpg 

 
You can organize the students in groups and provide them with colored pencils, crayons, pencils, felt-
tip pens and papers. Tell them to plan, draw and paint an ad for an ink company, having Polvo Pólvora 
advertising ink and its method of painting and decorating. Students are supposed to create the name 
of the Ink company and write it on the ad. Also, tell them to decide where it will be advertised: 
magazines, newspapers, internet, social media, etc. 
When students are finished, have them share their work with the class and tell where their ad will be 
advertised.  
 
 
 
 
 


