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This material is intended to provide you with tools for planning a 
read-aloud activity adapted to your students' interests as well as 
their linguistic needs. Just like in a map, there are different entrances 
to exploration tracks and only you know which one to take. Enjoy the 
adventure. 

 

Dear teacher  



 

 

 

SETTING OBJECTIVES 
 
One of the primary objectives of working with literature is providing students with the opportunity for just 
appreciating what art has to offer as well as fostering the love for reading. In a second language context, 
however, this is not enough. Linguistic and educational objectives should also be considered. Take a look at 
the suggestions below. 
  
Language objectives -Famílias offers plenty of material to present or review language for describing scenes. 
Vocabulary related to family, animals and house. You may also focus on physical description and counting. 
As for sentence structures, you will find opportunities to practice actions in course, through language chunks 
containing verbs in present continuous actions and to talk about daily routines, among others. Active and 
receptive language targets should be set so as to avoid getting lost in the abundancy of references presented 
in each double spread. 
 
Critical thinking –. Thanks to the humorous way unusual families are portrayed, the topic of family diversity 
can be addressed in an authentic way. 
 
Cross-curricular links -The book is rich in references, enabling expansions into approaches to Science and 
Art. Suggestions on the topics can be found here. 
 
Follow-up projects or activities- Suggestions for hands-on activities can be found in this material and 
potentially inspire the creation of others. There is also a suggestion for working with text genre, whose focus 
on the social function of language brings context and meaning to the use of language. 
 
 

EXPLORING THE PERITEXT 
 
Considering a book as an object means exploring all its parts, fostering, this way, reading behaviors.  
 
Cover  
Read the title in the cover and ask students what the book is about.  
Colors 
Draw students’ attention to the background color of the cover (bright orange) and ask students what they 
think about it.  
Back cover 
Read the synopsis either in Portuguese or translate into English to spark curiosity. Explore the image on it 
and read the name of the Publisher. 
Open the title page and explore the image on it, eliciting from students what the boy and dog represent.  
Read the name of the author and illustrator and select below what is relevant to say about them. 
 
Ilan Brenman was born in Israel but came to Brazil when he was six. He has more than 80 books published 
and 40 translated to other languages and several prizes. One of his bestsellers is Até as Princesas Soltam 
Pum. In English it could be called Even the princesses fart.  His family is an important source of inspiration. 
Famílias is an example of this: one of his daughters went to a friend’s house where they had a boa constrictor 
(jibóia) as a pet. This made Ilan Brenman reflect on how families can be different and unique. He then invited 
Guilherme Karsten to create the book with him. 
 



 

 

Note: it might be worth saying that it is allowed by law to have certain kinds of snakes as pets, provided that the owner has 
an authorization issued by the government department in charge – IBAMA. Without that authorization, having a wild animal 
at home is considered a crime.  
  
SANTOS, Vanessa Sardinha dos. "Jiboia"; Brasil Escola. Disponível em: 
https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/animais/jiboia.htm 
. Acesso em 04 de agosto de 2020. 
 

From an early age, Guilherme Karsten has been involved with drawing. He is also an author. His book Ahhh! 
was published in Brazil and England and in 2020 Ride was published by Tate Museum in London.  
It is important to always reinforce that the work of an illustrator is as important as the writer/author in 
picturebooks. 
 
On the next spread, the copyright page, explore the image of the man playing the guitar, asking students 
who they think the man is. 
Next, prepare for the reading itself. Make sure to read the book a couple of times before working with it in 
class. By doing so, it becomes easier to focus on what is essential to work on each double spread. 
 
 
 

READING 
 
A quality picturebook has many layers and can be read many times and each time is another opportunity for 
further discoveries. That is why it so important to read the book a couple of times before presenting it to 
students. Bearing that in mind, pay close attention to rhythm. While reading aloud, be sure to keep the same 
pace by not spending too long or too little in each spread. Students’ engagement can be a good measure for 
that. Famílias has 19 double spreads of richly portrayed unusual families and since it does not have a 
narrative sequence, it might be appropriate, depending on the context, reading it in parts in different 
lessons.  
 
Interaction  
Wordless picturebooks invite participation. They offer a great opportunity for students to develop or 
improve visual literacy. In Portuguese and Spanish-speaking countries, this methodology of reading with the 
audience participation is called “mediation”. In English-speaking countries, it is known as Dialogic Read-
aloud. Regardless of terminology, the point is engaging and leading students to make sense of what the 
images convey through well-thought-out questions. Differently from just telling a story, the teacher, helps 
students to tell it themselves, as Ilan Brenman said, “in wordless picturebooks, the reader is the storyteller”. 
The teacher, then, plays a key role of conducting students’ discoveries in this process. 
 
First, give room to students’ curiosity and allow them to explore the scenes, then, according to their 
comments, ask questions that will lead to a closer look at the scene. Rephrase what they say in L1 and focus 
on the target language selected as objective. 
 
Be careful not to overload them with questions. Remember that the book can be read again and, more 
aspects can be unveiled on following readings. 
 
It is important to find a way for asking genuine questions that do not sound as a questioning or repetitive 
but rather, offer clues and engage students in a process of making sense of the images and most of all enjoy 
the experience. 
 

https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/animais/jiboia.htm


 

 

Since this material is not targeted at specific contexts and considering different levels and exposure to L2, 
the suggestions for the interactions below are divided into 2 parts: track 1 and track 2 so as to help choosing 
a best approach according to students’ linguistic level.  
 
The main goal is to suggest questions or commands that will work as reading keys to the interpretation of 
the scene. In addition, help them notice references or hidden details, important for the fun of it. 
 
Track 1 offers simpler interactions, through mostly yes/no and follow-up questions and/or commands, such 
as “point to”, focusing on presentation or recognition of selected vocabulary, in a way to help students 
explore the scene. Younger children love the challenge of “search and find”, and Famílias offers plenty of 
opportunities for that. Just make sure you help students make connections and not only repeat vocabulary 
or playing with the images as a pastime. Paraphrasing what students say in L1 to L2 can be a good strategy. 
 
In track 2 the approach tends to have more open-ended questions as reading keys for students to interpret 
the humorous aspect of the pictures. Additionally, depending on student’s proficiency, the book is perfect 
for working with descriptions. Cross-curricular links are suggested, and discussions, as well as personalized 
questions, can take place. Scaffolding tracks 1 and 2 is also perfectly possible. 
When it comes to cultural references, it might be relevant here mention that Sophie Van der Linden, a 
scholar on picturebooks theory says that a picturebook can have “dual address”, meaning that some aspects 
in the book will address adults while others the children. This can make the experience of reading more 
engaging for both readers.  
Considering this, the references in the book can be used to your discretion, considering student’s age, 
cultural background and interest.  
Have fun! 

 
 
Os Aquasnorkells.  
 
Track 1 
Most of the families in the book have animals. Elicit the animals in this spread (octopus, whale, shark, sea 
turtle and jellyfish). If students can read, start making a list with all the animals from the book by writing 
them on the board. 
Babies are also recurrent in the book. Tell students there is a boy and a girl in the scene. Ask students to 
point to them (the baby boy is drinking milk and the girl is behind the sofa) 
Ask students to point to who they think can be mom and dad in this family. 
 
Track 2 
 
Read the name of the family and ask students what they find funny about the family. Elicit or help them 
answer: 
An octopus holding a bottle for the baby and a book for the girl behind the sofa. 
The woman (mom) exercising with a shark. 
The man (dad) is riding a whale to work. 
 

Os Floresteiros 
 
Track 1 
Read the name of the family and tell students there is a jaguar (onça pintada), a snake, a sloth and an 
elephant. Ask students to point to the animals. 



 

 

Ask students to point to what can be grandma, mom and dad. 
 
Track 2  
Read the name of the family. 
Ask students why they think their name is Floresteiros: they are in a rainforest. Elicit the animals in the scene 
and the funny situations they are in: 

• the girl reading on a jaguar. Explain that onça pintada or jaguar is an animal from the Americas. 

• the man (dad) using an elephant trunk as a shower 

• a baby imitating a sloth 

• Mom and Granma hanging clothes on a snake. 

 

For further information on cross-curricular topics 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/j/jaguar/ 
https://sciencing.com/differences-woods-forests-jungles-8377449.html 
 
 

Os Rockestones  
 
Track 1 
Read the name of the family and ask students to count how many people there are in the scene: four IN the 
car and one ON the car. A woman driving another car and 4 passers-by. 
Ask students if their family like rock and roll, ask them to tell a rock song they like. 
Track 2   
Ask students what kind of smoke the car produces (music notes). Ask why the man on the sidewalk looks 
angry (is that because the little girl is making a rock and roll sign?). 
Ask them to say who they think is mom, dad, grandma, grandpa. Take the opportunity to break some 
stereotypes that any person with grey hair has to be a grandparent. Question students if the elderly in the 
image might be the parents, aunt or uncle.  
 
 

Os Cantarollis 
  
Track 1  
Tell students the characters have their mouth open for different reasons. Ask them to say what they are 
doing (singing/crying/whistling/saying no/the girl looks surprised). Ask if the dog is enjoying the music (no, 
he has his paws on its ears) 
Point to the baby and ask why the baby is crying and what the waiter is bringing. 
 
Track 2  
Point to the lamp and draw student’s attention to the fact that the scene conveys movement. Ask them why. 
(They might be opera singers) 
Ask students to look at the floor, curtains, balcony and say what their dining room looks like (a theater). 
    

Os Samambaias  
Track 1  
Read the name of the family and ask if students know what “samambaia” is- the plant hanging. 
Elicit food vocabulary (lettuce, corn, tomato, palm heart, beans). Ask if they are eating meat.   
Ask them why the cow looks angry (the dog is biting its tail) 
Track 2  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/j/jaguar/
https://sciencing.com/differences-woods-forests-jungles-8377449.html


 

 

Lead the questions so as to students infer that the family is probably vegetarian or vegan. 
Explain that a vegetarian person does not eat meat and a vegan does not consume anything that comes from 
animals (milk, eggs, leather, etc.) 
 
For further information on cross-curricular topics 
https://www.vegansociety.com/go-vegan/definition-veganism 
 
 

Os Cinelemos 
  
Track 1  
Read the name of the family. 
Point to characters and help students answer the following questions or paraphrase them if they use L1. 
What is the girl looking at? (to the window and there’s a reference to E.T movie) 
Why is grandma looking at the watch? (she will travel in time as a reference to Back to the Future movie) 
Why is the boy flying? (running from the big rock rolling as a reference to Indiana Jones) 
Why is the boy hiding behind the armchair?  (He is in a western movie)  
 
Track 2  
Depending on the student’s age and cultural background, lead them to notice the movie references (Harry 
Potter in the cushion, E.T (outside the window), Indiana Jones, Back to the future, Alfred Hitchcock on a 
picture on the wall. 
Draw student’s attention to the rails and explain that it is used in footages. Find here the movie snippet with 
the boulder rolling in the iconic scene of Indiana Jones- Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4-Foc0J7ws&feature=emb_logo 
 
 

Os Montanheses 
 
Track 1  
Read the name of the family and draw student’s attention to the change of format- now vertical) Ask them 
why (to emphasize the climbing). 
Ask students if they can find mountains in the spread (there is a picture on the wall). 
 
Track 2  
Ask students to point to or mention the elements in the scene that refers to mountain climbing. 
Ask what the characters are doing (the boy feeding the dog; the “father and mother” reading, the cat running 
away from the dog). 
The difference between mountain and mountain range can also be explained. 
 
 

Os Strudells 
 
Track 1  
Read the name of the family and ask students if they know what a strudel is (a kind of German apple pie). 
Ask students what sweets they can see in the scene (cake, cupcake/muffin, milkshake, lollipops, candies) 
Show students the following trailer and ask them what in the spread represents the movie (Willy Wonka’s 
hat in Charlie and the chocolate factory)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFVGCUIXJls 

https://www.vegansociety.com/go-vegan/definition-veganism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4-Foc0J7ws&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFVGCUIXJls


 

 

 
 
Track 2  
Draw student’s attention to what the objects are representing (dog licking the table legs made of lollipops; 
the clock is a lollipop; the lamp is made of marshmallows; the posts are also representing lollipops and there 
is a cake/picture) 
  
 
 

Os Circowichs  
 
Track 1  
Read the name of the family, allow students to explore the scene and ask if they like circus and what their 
favorite artists are. Point to the image and say the names: acrobats or magicians.   
 
Track 2  
Ask student what the characters are doing. 

• The girl is jumping in the ring of fire. 

• The “mom/aunt/” is putting out the fire from a trapeze. 

• The “grandpa” is changing the light bulb balancing on wheels 

• The boy, as a magician, is cutting “grandma”. 

• “Mom and dad” are balancing on grandma. 
Ask them if there are any animals in the image and if they think it is good for animals to be kept in cages to 
entertain people. 
 
For further information on cross-curricular topics 
https://www.peta.org/issues/animals-in-entertainment/circuses/ 
 
 
 

Os Petralângelos 
 
Track 1  
Read the name of the family and ask students where the man is and why the two boys are looking at him: 
one boy is having “dad” as a model to make a sculpture and the other boy might be curious. 
Ask, also, why “mom” is winking at the reader. Rephrase what student say in L1. 
Elicit the animals in the scene (lion and cat)  
 
Track 2  
Check if students can make a connection to Michelangelo from the name of the family. 
Tell students “Mom” is sculping. Who is the model? (dad?) Ask students if they know a famous sculpture 
similar to that. 
Display an image of Rodin’s thinker for students to understand the reference. It might be relevant to show 
students images of Stonehenge and Easter Island as they are represented on the pictures on the wall. 
  
  
 
 
 

https://www.peta.org/issues/animals-in-entertainment/circuses/


 

 

 

Os Sumoyachis 
 
Track 1  
Ask students if they know what country is represented in the image (Japan). 
Ask students what they find funny about the scene and paraphrase if they answer in L1.  
 
Track 2  
Read the name of the family. 
Why is the boy laughing? (probably because the “father” is using a scarf that “the mother” prepared as a 
sumo outfit) 
Explain that sumo is a Japanese fighting sport.  
 
 

Os Grandjetessios 
 
Track 2  
Before reading this page, review parts of the house, checking with students where the Cantarollis are (dining 
room), the Samambaias (kitchen/dining room); the Cinelemos (living room). 
Ask students where the family is (bathroom). 
Are the girls dancing? (They are dancing and running from the water). 
Why does the man look angry (does he want the girls to have a shower?). 
Ask students if their parents get angry at them when they don’t want to have a shower. 
 
Track 2  
Read the name of the family- Grandjetessios and ask students what they find funny about the scene. Explain 
that “Grand Jete” is a movement in ballet, like a jump. 
Tell students they are going to see a short video of a classic ballet dance- The Swan lake. Show some seconds 
of the video in the link below and ask students to talk about the similarities of the video and the scene in the 
book. 
Help them find the swans in the bathroom (on the curtain and on a shelf)  
https://youtu.be/Xd2nTXsivHs 
 
  

Os Stradiverius 
 
Track 1  
Read the name of the family. 
Explain that Stradivarius was an important violin maker. 
Ask students where the characters are and what they are doing (playing the violin and brushing their teeth 
in the bathroom) 
Draw student’s attention to the violin’s bow which turns into a toothbrush and a pacifier. 
  
Track 2  
Ask students to tell what is funny about the scene. 
Point to the duplicated objects on the bottom of the page and ask students the meaning of that (There is a 
mirror. What we see is their image reflected.) 
 
For further information on cross-curricular topics 

https://youtu.be/Xd2nTXsivHs


 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonio-Stradivari 
 
 

Os Venezes  
 
Track 1 
Show students the video below and ask them to compare the video and scene of the book. 
Help them compare the tub to the gondola; the big brush as the row; the girl playing the harmonica; their 
clothes and the stripes in the curtains, the towel and the boy’s shorts. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DUfUIhrr4U 
 
Track 2 
 
Read the name of the family and ask students to explain why that name was chosen. Ask them to use the 
image as evidence for their answer. 
 

Os Thomasedisons 
 
Track 1 
Read the name of the family and explain that Thomas Edison was an important American inventor. 
Allow students to explore the inventions in the spread and ask them which they liked most. 
Ask them why the cat’s tail is on fire. Help students answer, rephrasing if they use L1. 
 
Track 2 
 
Explore the inventions represented in the spread with special attention to the machine which is started by 
the boy holding a bottle, producing clouds, lightnings and rain. 
Explain that 14 bis was an airplane designed by the Brazilian aviator Santos Dumont. 
 
For further information on cross-curricular topics 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Edison 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Santos-Dumont-No-14-bis 
 

 
Os Armstrongs 
 
Track 1 
Read the name of the family. 
Tell students that Neil Armstrong was the first person to set foot on the Moon. 
Ask students to tell what they see on the clothesline (t-shirts, gloves and socks). Ask them what they would 
hang if they were there. 

 
Track 2 
Call student’s attention to the representation of “The Little Prince”, asking if they know about it. 
Ask them if they know the country of the flag (USA) and if they would like to go to space. 
 
For further information: 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Neil-Armstrong 
 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonio-Stradivari
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DUfUIhrr4U
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Edison
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Santos-Dumont-No-14-bis
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Neil-Armstrong


 

 

 
  

Os Brenkarstens 
 
Track 1 
Ask students if they have a lot of books at home; what their favorite book is; what kind of book they prefer- 
adventure, suspense, diaries, picturebooks, fairy tales. 
 
Track 2 
Read the name of the family and ask students if they remember the authors name (Ilan Brenman and 
Guilherme Karsten) and help them make the connection to the family’s name in the spread. 
Ask them if the writer in the image is similar to Ilan or Guilherme and show the last page with their photos. 
  
 

Last spread -My family  
Ask students why there is a blank picture on the wall. 
 
 

AFTER READING ACTIVITIES 
 
1.Drawing a Family Photograph/album 
Invite students to draw their own family, as proposed in the end of the book, trying to find characteristics 
that make them special/unique. Let students describe it instead of asking direct questions, such as: “who’s 
this”? Ask them to find a funny name for it. 
 
 
2.Producing an audio description for the blind 
Talk to students about how blind people can enjoy reading. Explain that they can read written text through 
a writing system called Braille. Then, ask students how blind people can enjoy image. Explain that audio 
descriptions are extremely important for inclusiveness and emphasize the importance of providing 
accessible material for the disabled. 
Next, invite students to produce audio descriptions of scenes from Famílias. Tell them that in real life this is 
something made by professionals, following specific rules, but here they are supposed to experiment with 
it, following their heart. 
First, work with students the language for description. Here’s a link to a lesson that can be adapted to your 
students’ needs.  
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/exams/speaking-exams/describe-photo-or-picture 
After this preparation, divide students in groups. They are supposed to first prepare a written script of the 
description of one family from the book and then voice record it. 
Ask students to share their audio descriptions for the class. 
 
Here’s the link to a program of accessibility for further information on the topic. 
https://soap.stanford.edu/tips-and-tools/tips/image-
descriptions#:~:text=Image%20descriptions%20provide%20textual%20information,is%20best%20for%20
the%20user. 
 
 
3.Funniest Family 
In groups ask students to talk about the funniest family from the book and give reasons for the choice. 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/exams/speaking-exams/describe-photo-or-picture
https://soap.stanford.edu/tips-and-tools/tips/image-descriptions#:~:text=Image%20descriptions%20provide%20textual%20information,is%20best%20for%20the%20user
https://soap.stanford.edu/tips-and-tools/tips/image-descriptions#:~:text=Image%20descriptions%20provide%20textual%20information,is%20best%20for%20the%20user
https://soap.stanford.edu/tips-and-tools/tips/image-descriptions#:~:text=Image%20descriptions%20provide%20textual%20information,is%20best%20for%20the%20user


 

 

 
4.Collage  
Provide plenty of magazines and invite students to create families in which diversity is represented. Monitor 
and interact individually from what emerges, taking the opportunity to raise awareness on the appreciation 
of diversity. If appropriate to the group and age, promote a discussion about it. It is in early age that bias is 
built, so naturally address the topics as they come up during the activity. 
After they are finished, ask students to share their work describing it to the class. 
 
Here’s a link to an article on teaching diversity. 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/teaching-diversity-place-begin-0/ 
 
 
 
5.Choose a family and write a dialogue  
Ask students to choose a family and create a conversation they might be having. Monitor and help as needed. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/teaching-diversity-place-begin-0/

